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April 1, 2025

Town of Sterling

Attn: Town Meeting Members

c/o Stephen Wallace, Town Planner
Butterick Municipal Building

1 Park Street, Room 202

Sterling, MA 01564

RE: Support for Proposed Zoning Changes
Dear Town Meeting Members:

On behalf of the North Central Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce, | am writing to express our strong
support for the three economic development-related zoning proposals for Sterling's Annual Town Meeting
in May 2025. They represent thoughtful, forward-thinking approaches that will significantly enhance
Sterling's economic development potential while preserving its unique character.

Proposal #1 - The Gateway Enterprise District Rezoning: Converting to a more straightforward Gateway
Enterprise District will effectively double Sterling's available commercial development land. This change
eliminates confusion and unnecessary complexity, creating clear, predictable standards that will foster
investment.

Proposal #2 - The Joint Special Permit and Site Plan Review Process: Allowing concurrent applications and
joint hearings will reduce unnecessary delays that often discourage business investment while still
maintaining thorough project review and a best practice approach to municipal permitting.

Proposal #3 - The Implementation of Site Plan Regulations: Establishing clear, consistent design guidelines
provides certainty for developers balances business needs with community character preservation and has
proven successful in many thriving communities.

These changes align with regional economic development strategies and position Sterling to compete more
effectively for quality commercial investment. For Sterling residents, these changes will directly translate to
enhanced property values, a broader commercial tax base that can help stabilize residential tax rates, and
increased local employment opportunities that reduce commuting time and costs. The Chamber is excited
about these proposed zoning changes, and looks forward to continuing to partner with the town on efforts
to attract appropriate businesses that complement Sterling's character while providing essential services
and amenities that residents currently must seek elsewhere.

The Chamber respectfully encourages you to consider approving these thoughtful zoning proposals that will
help strengthen Sterling's economic future while preserving the town's unique character and charm.

Sincerely,

Roy m. Nascimento, CCE, IOM
President & CEO

cc: Bill Caldwell, Town Administrator
Sterling Select Board
Sterling Economic Development Committee
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