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New North Central Chamber Members
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AIS, Inc.
Mr. Bruce Platzman
25 Tucker Drive
Leominster, MA 01453
(800) 434-7400
OFFICE FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURER

Applewood Controls Inc.
Mr. Randy Furmanick
94 Jackson Road, Unit 302
Devens, MA 01434
(978) 486-9220
INDUSTRIAL CONTROLS

Cado Products Inc.
Bruce Zarozny
1B Princeton Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420-4638
(978) 343-2989
PLASTICS-MOLD 
MANUFACTURERS

Commonwealth Consulting 
Group LLC
Mrs. Amanda Allain
1 Mercantile Street, Suite 530
Worcester, MA 01608
(800) 866-3944
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Cory Austin Painting
Mr. Corey Austin
760 Patriots Road
Templeton, MA 01468
(978) 895-3946
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Movement Mortgage
Mr. Tristan Bedinger
14 E. Worcester Street, Suite 210
Worcester, MA 01604
(978) 227-6426
MORTGAGES

Nashoba Valley Technical 
High School
Ms. Denise Pigeon
100 Littleton Road
Westford, MA 01886
(978) 692-4711
SCHOOLS

Orange Theory Fitness
Melanie L. Walsh
82 Orchard Hill Park Drive
Leominster, MA 01453
(978) 990-2005
HEALTH & FITNESS

Richard Duncan
Richard Duncan
18B West Hill Drive
Westminster, MA 01473
(978) 621-0763
COMPUTER TRAINING

Ross Mortgage Company
Job Turini
115 Flanders Road, Suite 120
Westborough, MA 01581
(508) 873-0441
MORTGAGES

T-Mobile Express
-Fitchburg
Sean Velazquez
130 Water Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
(978) 341-4241
CELLULAR PHONES SERVICES

T-Mobile Express
-Leominster
Ms. Catherine McGowen
866 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453
(978) 537-4330
CELLULAR PHONES SERVICES

The Local Spot / TJ’s BBQ
Mr. Jay Nicosia
480 Main Street 
Fitchburg, MA 01420
(978) 400-5044
RESTAURANTS

Tryst Lounge Inc
Heather Silvera
46 Sawyer Way
Leominster, MA 01453
(978) 400-7906
NIGHT CLUBS
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CHAMBER BOARD

OFFICERS
Stephen Mullaney, Chair
Deborah Weymouth, Vice Chair
Steve Rocheleau, Treasurer
Roy Nascimento, President

DIRECTORS
Neil H. Abramson
Will Aubuchon, IV
Wayne Canty
David Duval
Steven Duvarney
Matthew Fournier
Mark W. Freeman
Kenneth W. Gurge, Esq.
Richard Lapidus
Anne Leader
Rachel Lopez
Christopher W. McCarthy
Anthony J. Mercadante
Henry Tessman
James Vander Hooven

For Editorial & Advertising

Contact David Ginisi
dginisi@northcentralmass.com

978.353.7600 x240 | phone: 978.353.7600 | fax: 978.353.4896
www.northcentralmass.com

NorthCentralMass.com (USPS 773-650) is published quarterly 
by the North Central Mass. Chamber of Commerce, 860 South 
Street, Fitchburg, MA, for $5 per year which is withheld from annual 
membership dues. Periodicals postage paid at Fitchburg, MA.
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Building Businesses. Building Communities.

celebrate About the Cover: The 
“Workforce of the Future” theme 
on this edition of the newsletter 
was selected in recognition 
of our efforts to tackle the 
workforce issues faced by 
many of our members. The 
Chamber has been mobilizing 
the business community to be 
more engaged partners and 
to move workforce initiatives 
forward to fuel the region’s 
economic advancement. The 
featured image highlights a 
career exploration tour of AIS 
that was organized recently by 
the Chamber for local students. 
See pages 4 and 5 for more 
information.

Treat your employees this year with the Gift Local Gift Card! Order your cards at GiftLocalMass.com.

We’re Committed 
to Our Region

The Leominster Dixie® plant is proud 
to call north central Massachusetts home, 

and we’re proud to be a good employer and a 
good neighbor. We have a long history of investing in safety, 
quality and productivity, and you can fi nd the cutlery we make 
in places like restaurants and hospitals. 
Our employees and our company are committed to serving 
the community. For example, we work side-by-side during 
the United Way’s Day of Caring to help clean up and restore 
local schools and homes in disrepair. 

Dixie Consumer Products LLC  •  149 Hamilton Street
Leominster, MA 01453  •  www.dixie.com

Dixie Consumer Products LLC  •  149 Hamilton Street
Leominster, MA 01453  •  www.dixie.com

©2015 Georgia-Pacifi c LLC. All rights reserved.

We’re glad to be part of a great community!

Nypro, a Jabil company, provides the world's best design, 
manufacturing and supply chain solutions to leading 
brands of medical devices, diagnostics and pharmaceutical 
delivery systems.  We bring con�dence to customers, value 
to payers and peace-of-mind to patients.

LEARN MORE AT  www.nypro.com

Nypro, a Jabil company, provides the world's best design, 
manufacturing and supply chain solutions to leading 
brands of medical devices, diagnostics and pharmaceutical 
delivery systems.  We bring con�dence to customers, value 
to payers and peace-of-mind to patients.

LEARN MORE AT  www.nypro.com

Nypro, a Jabil company, provides the world's best design, 
manufacturing and supply chain solutions to leading 
brands of medical devices, diagnostics and pharmaceutical 
delivery systems.  We bring con�dence to customers, value 
to payers and peace-of-mind to patients.

LEARN MORE AT  www.nypro.com

GENERATIONS OF QUALITY SERVICE
SINCE 1919

978-345-4131  
MarkhamInsuranceAgency.com  •  365 Main Street, Fitchburg

DID YOU KNOW? We are licensed in MA, NH, & CT?  
We can insure your AUTO, HOME, BUSINESS, RV, MOTORCYCLE,

OFF ROAD VEHICLE, BOAT, ATV, AIRPLANE, GOLF CART, SUMMER HOME?

We have been in business for 99 years and would LOVE to be your insurance agent!

Please call us for a FREE QUOTE!

Friendly 
service

Great 
rates

Proudly serving our communities 
for the past 90 years!

ICCreditUnion.org

NOT A MEMBER
OF THE CHAMBER?

CONSIDER
JOINING IN 2019!

2 Shaker Rd, Suite D101
Shirley, MA 01464

978.425.6290
www.sitkacreations.com

SOCIAL MEDIA 
MARKETING

GRAPHIC 
DESIGN
WEB DESIGN

VISIT
NorthCentralMass.com

for 
Current Business News, 

Events & Chamber
Updates.

facebook.com/ncmchamber
twitter.com/ncmchamber
linkedin.com/company/north-central- 
massachusetts-chamber-of-commerce/
@ncm_chamber

Stay in touch with us on 
social @NCMChamber!
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• A Great Place To Grow Your Business

• Office, Light Industrial, Lab, Large or Small

• Turnkey, Onsite Management, Free Moving

CALL SUE CASPER 
978.425.9399

scasper@lexvest.com

PHOENIXPARKONLINE.COM

TWO SHAKER ROAD SHIRLEY, MA 

In the fall, the Chamber 
hosted manufacturing 

tours for nearly 100 students 
from throughout the region 
as part of its efforts to 
promote careers in advanced 
manufacturing. 

Attendees on the 
tours visited NyproMold 
in Clinton; AIS, Inc 
in Leominster; Mount 
Wachusett Community 
College’s Advanced 
Manufacturing Center; and 
WestRock in Devens, where 
they were able to get an 
insider’s look at how these 
manufacturers operate as well 
as learn about the growing 
employment opportunities 
in manufacturing and the 
necessary skill-sets needed. 

“We are committed to 

advocating and supporting 
these types of career 
exploration and experiential 
learning programs that give 
our students a leg up,” said 
Roy Nascimento, president & 
CEO of the Chamber. “The 

backbone of any successful 
economy are strong schools. 
We believe that aligning and 
integrating our educational 
system with the needs of 
employers must be a priority 
for us to compete and 

prepare the workforce of 
tomorrow.”

For more information 
on the Chamber’s efforts 
or hosting a manufacturing 
tour, please contact us at 
978.353.7600.  ◊

Chamber Hosts Student Manufacturing Tours

Pictured here are students from Monty Tech High School touring NyproMold in Clinton.

800.221.4020
workerscu.com

TAKE YOUR BUSINESS 
TO THE NEXT LEVEL

WITH A WORKERS 
SMALL BUSINESS LOAN

• Loans ranging from $25,000 
to $12 million

• Loans available for all types 
of businesses, from corner 
stores to downtown real 
estate development firms

• Experienced Commercial 
Loan experts to guide you

Chamber Hosts Regional Bus Tour 
to Promote Manufacturing

Th e  C h a m b e r  a n d 
t h e  N o r t h  C e n t r a l 

Massachusetts Development 
Cor p.  hosted  a  spec i a l 
manufactu r ing bus tour 
in the Fal l for educat ion 
and community leaders as 
part of efforts to improve 
the workforce pipeline and 
highl ight the importance 
of manufacturing to North 
Central Massachusetts.

Attendees on the tour, 
which also included school 
superintendents, legislators, 
e conom ic  deve lopment 
off icia ls and members of 
the media, visited several 
manufacturers where they 
were able to learn about the 
workforce needs of today’s 
manufacturing industry. 

The bus tour, part of 
the Chamber’s “Amp It Up!” 
in it iat ive, included stops 
at AIS, Inc., a furn iture 
ma nu fac t u re r  ba sed  i n 
Leominster that specializes 
in high-end office systems;  
Burkhart-Phelan, Inc., a 
company founded in 1982 that 
specializes in the precision 
manufacturing of high quality 

f lutes and piccolos;  SMC 
Ltd., a worldwide contract 
manufacturer of var ious 
medical devices and medical 
equ ipment ;   and Mount 
Wac hu se t t  C om mu n i t y 
College’s Devens Campus, 
which offers technical training 
in a number of d ifferent 
areas including advanced 
manufacturing.  The tour also 
included a lunch presentation 

and discussion with Dr. James 
Vander Hooven, president 
of the Col lege and Roy 
Nascimento, president & CEO 
of the Chamber on ways that 
schools and communities can 
collaborate with employers.

With over 440 firms, North 
Central Massachusetts boasts 
the largest concentration of 
manufacturing in the state.  
Fully one-third of all private 

wages paid in the region 
are from manufactur ing 
jobs.  The Chamber and its 
affiliates remain committed to 
supporting and growing this 
critical sector of the region’s 
economy. The organizations 
are working with partners to 
address the skills gap, retain 
the region’s young talent, and 
introduce them to the high-
tech, high-skilled, and high-
paying careers of the modern 
manufactur ing indust r y.  
The Chamber believes that 
building successful education 
p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n 
businesses and the region’s 
schools is critical to collective, 
on-going efforts.  Efforts 
to promote manufacturing 
careers have also included 
engaging the schools and 
offering career exploration 
activities to students, hosting 
student tours, participating 
in career day activities and 
promoting manufacturing 
via a targeted social media 
campaign.  ◊

For more information, please 
visit www.NorthCentralMass.com. 

Above: Brian Payson, Vice President and General Manager of SMC 
Ltd. in Devens leads a tour for education and community leaders.

Top: Dr. James Vander Hooven, President of Mount Wachusett 
Community College welcomes attendees to their Advanced 
Manufacturing Center.
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Servicing the Community
for over 184 Years!

www.simondsinternational.com
www.simondsindustries.com

Simonds International
Wood Markets

Simonds Saw
Metal Markets

Concentrate
On Your
Business
And We’ll
Take Care Of
The Banking.

BUSINESS
CHECKING

Call 800-640-1166 or
visit RollstoneBank.com.

Advertise in the 2019 Manufacturers Directory

Plans are underway to 
publish the 2019 edition 

o f  t h e  M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Directory and Industr ia l 
Pa rks  Gu ide for  Nor t h 
Central Massachusetts. This 
directory is the region’s most 
comprehensive collection of 
this specialized information, 
outlining available industrial 

sites and local manufacturing 
related businesses, describing 
t he i r  product s ,  cont ac t 
information and more. 

T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s 
designed to promote and 
connect manufacturers with 
suppliers as well as serve as 
a resource for companies 
looking to relocate or expand 

throughout the region. 
A l imited number of 

advertising opportunities are 
available in this publication. 
Ad rates start at just $350.

To reserve your spot, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  D a v i d 
Ginisi at 978.353.7600 ext. 
24 0  or  ema i l  dg i n i s i@
northcentralmass.com.  ◊

Fidelity Bank has committed 
to earmark $300,000 for 

the establishment of a micro 
loan fund, to be called The 
Colonial Bank Loan Fund- a 
Fidelity Bank Endowment. 
“We want to honor Colonial 
Co-operative Bank’s prior 

commitments to the people of 
Gardner and Winchendon,” 
said Fidelity Bank Chairman 
& CEO Edward F. Manzi 
Jr. “It aligns well with our 
LifeDesign promise of being 
a team of caring people, who 
take a caring approach, to 

provide caring solutions.”
T h e  f u n d  w i l l  b e 

managed by the North Central 
Massachusetts Development 
Corporation (NCMDC), an 
affiliate of the North Central 
Massachusetts Chamber of 
Commerce, to provide the loans 

to small businesses in the city 
of Gardner and the towns of 
Winchendon and Templeton.

The Greater Gardner 
Chamber of  Commerce 
will partner with NCMDC 
to promote the loan fund to 
businesses in the area.  ◊

The Chamber recent ly 
unveiled its Public Policy 

Agenda for the new fiscal 
year--outlining the Chamber’s 
legislative priorities on issues 
important to businesses and 
the advancement of North 
Central Massachusetts. The 
agenda was developed to 
serve as a blueprint for the 
Chamber’s government affairs 
efforts and was reviewed and 
approved by the Government 
Affairs Committee and Board 
of Directors. The agenda can 
be found onl ine at www.
NorthCentralMass.com. 

The Chamber continues 
to be act ive on the local 
level, monitoring legislation 
and advocat ing on behalf 
of members. In Fitchburg, 
the Chamber test if ied at 
the annual tax classification 
hear ing and successfu l ly 

secured an unprecedented 
eight point reduction to the 
property tax shift. This move 
towards a single rate reduces 
the impact on commercial and 
industrial property owners 
and makes the c it y and 
region more competitive. The 
Chamber will also advocate 
in Leominster for the city to 

maintain its single tax rate 
and in the Town of Clinton 
for a reduction in their dual 
tax rate.

F i t c hbu r g ’s  l i c e n s e 
commission also recently held 
a public hearing in regards 
to proposed regulations on 
BYOB (Bring Your Own 
Bot t le)  e s t abl i sh ment s . 
The Chamber submitted a 
letter opposing the current 
proposal and art iculat ing 
the concerns of many local 
businesses.  Energy costs, 
the EMAC assessment and 
Ballot Question 1 were also 
issues that Chamber staff 
were involved with over the 
Fall. 

I n  ot he r  ne ws ,  t he 
Chamber plans to reconvene 

its Manufacturing Taskforce to 
continue its efforts to improve 
the workforce pipeline and 
improve the business climate 
for this important industry 
for the region. The Chamber 
w i l l  b e  compi l i n g  t he 
recommendations from the 
taskforce and issuing a final 
report after the first of the 
year. The report is intended to 
help the Chamber and private 
sector work more effectively 
with government at all levels 
to ensure that the region 
has a competitive workforce 
and can support our local 
manufacturers.

In the coming months, 
we look forward to turning 
back towards the state as 
we convene ou r annua l 
L eg i s l a t ive  Br ief i ng  to 
organize efforts on Beacon 
Hill to address a number of 
crucial issues for businesses 
in the region. 

If you run a business in 
North Central Massachusetts 
and wish to make your voice 
heard on any of these issues, 
please reach out to Christopher 
McDermott at 978.353.7600 
ext. 224 or cmcdermott@
northcentralmass.com. We 
want to hear what’s important 
to you!  ◊

G O V E R N M E N T  A F F A I R S  U P D A T E

The Chamber’s Annual Congressional Luncheon provided business 
and community leaders with an opportunity to engage with the 
Congressional Delegation on federal issues.

VISIT 
Fitchburg State

fitchburgstate.edu/visit
The Chamber led an effort to host a debate at Fitchburg State 
University featuring all three candidates for the 3rd congressional 
district. The debate focused on issues facing the communities of 
North Central Massachusetts.  

Fidelity Bank Supports New Micro-Loan Fund

Did you know The Chamber offers health insurance for you and your employees.
Contact Lauren Goulet at 978-353-7600, ext 222.
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TOURISM u p d a t e

business friendly community | competitive rental rates
in-house management/construction

single of�ce – 40,000 sq. ft. available

Contact: Chip Detwiller — 781.864.4400 x1
cdetwiller@lexvest.com  |  www.pepperellplace.com

Warehouse | Flex | Manufacturing | Of�ce

Success is 
closer than 
you think.
We’ll help guide 
your business in 
the right direction.

For a higher level of service, 
contact James Ciociolo, 
Vice President, Relationship 
Manager at 1-508-868-0369.

TD Bank, N.A. 

Johnny Appleseed Visitors’ Center Undergoes Renovations

Visit North Central 
Massachusetts, 

the tourism affiliate of 
the Chamber, recently 
launched a new website 
to serve as a resource for 
visitors from all over the 
world who are interested 
in exploring our scenic 
and dynamic New 
England region. The new 
website address is www.
VisitNorthCentral.com. 

The new site 
promotes North Central 
Massachusetts as a 
desirable place to visit 

by highlighting what 
to do; where to stay; 
where to eat; and events 
happening throughout 
the year. The new site 
focuses on the region’s 
unique attractions; 
accessibility from Boston 
and other major markets; 
family friendly activities; 
and the benefits of not 
only visiting but holding 
a sporting tournament 
or corporate event in the 
region. 

The new site features 
an attractive look and 

feel, and an intuitive, 
easy to use menu to 
help users easily access 
the information they are 
looking for.  The new site 
is also responsive so it 
will adapt to the screen 
size of whatever device 
is being used for easy 
viewing and navigation.

“We believe that 
we have a great story 
to tell. North Central 
Massachusetts is a terrific 

place to visit, live and 
grow a business,” said Roy 
M. Nascimento, President 
& CEO of the Chamber 
and Visit North Central 
Massachusetts. “This new 
website will be a great 
tool to help us highlight 
the region’s many 
strengths and assets 
and motivate visitors and 
local businesses to help 
us continue to grow as a 
destination.”  ◊

The Johnny Appleseed Visitors’ 
Center recently underwent 

renovations, which included new 
signage inside the center, updated 
signage on Route 2, new doors, 
paint, an upgraded sprinkler 
system, and renovations to the 

bathrooms. The primary goal of 
the renovations was to improve 
the visitor experience for the 
165,000-plus people who come 
through the door there every 
year.

The center, considered by 
many the gateway to North 
Central Massachusetts, opened 
in 1996 as a way to welcome 

visitors and give them a place 
to stop, stretch their legs, and 
learn more about the twenty-six 
communities in the region and 
what they have to offer for visitors 
and families.

The center is named after 

American pioneer and folk hero 
John Chapman (AKA Johnny 
Appleseed) who was born in 
Leominster. Visitors can find 
hand-painted murals of the four 
seasons, historical items that 
showcase the region’s heritage 
and a gift shop that carries many 
local products including jams, 
jellies, honey, maple syrup, fudge, 
chocolates, sparkling cider and 
that local icon of American kitsch 
– the plastic flamingo!

The center is open 360 days 
a year from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. and is located on Rte. 2 in 
Lancaster.  ◊

AIS was named 2018 
Manufacturer of the Year for 

Worcester & Middlesex Counties!

Let us design and outtt your ooce interiors.

WE’RE ON IT.™Leominster, MA  |  978.562.7500  |  ais-inc.com

UAs an authorized American Heart Association 
(AHA) Training Center, 

UMass Memorial HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital 
provides numerous AHA in-person and online 

training programs including: First Aid, 
CPR and AED, as well as ACLS, PALS 

and Instructor Courses.

For more information on 
American Heart Association courses 

please call our training center at 

978-466-4000
or visit us at

https://umassmemorialhealthcare.enrollware.com/schedule

UMass Memorial HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital  
American Heart Association Training Center

New Website 
Launched to Promote 
Region to Visitors
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Ribbon Cuttings

QUICK h i t s
Barrington’s Autumn

FITCHBURG — Sandie Cataldo & Norman Vigeant of the North Central 
MA Development Corporation present Mr. Winston Burrell with an 
express loan of $5,000 for his new business.

Native Joe’s Farmstand

WESTMINSTER — North Central MA Development Corporation Team: 
Sandie Cataldo & Norman Vigeant present a check to Mr. Joseph 
Serio of Westminster Pharmacy for his new business, Native Joe’s 
Farmstand in the amount of $75,000.

Research Results

FITCHBURG —- President & CEO, Mr. John Zarrella, celebrates the grand opening of his new headquarters on South Street with Mayor 
DiNatale; Senator Dean Tran; Representative Stephen Hay; City Councilors: Beth Walsh; Marcus DiNatale; Marisa Flemming; & Sam Squailia; 
David Ginisi of the Chamber; Chamber Ambassadors: Paulie Chlebecek & Amanda Curtis; and other friends, family and employees.

Kumon Math & Reading Center

LEOMINSTER — Center Instructor, Issumael Nzamutuma, is joined 
alongside Mayor Dean Mazzarella; Roy Nascimento, Chamber 
President; Chamber Ambassadors: Amanda Curtis & Melissa Tasca; 
and many friends and family members to help celebrate the grand 
opening of the Math & Reading Center of Leominster. 

Monty Tech Veterinary Clinic

FITCHBURG — Superintendant, Dr. Sheila Harrity, cuts the ribbon at 
the grand opening ceremony of Monty Tech’s new vet clinic facility. 
Dr. Harrity is joined alongside members of the Monty Tech School 
Committee.

11

Check Presentations...

Dr. Timothy Gallagher, P.C. 

LEOMINSTER — North Central MA Development Corporation Team: 
Sandie Cataldo & Norman Vigeant present a check for $25,000 to 
Dr. Timothy Gallagher for an expansion of his business.

OrangeTheory Fitness

LEOMINSTER — Owner Melanie 
Walsh, celebrates the grand 
opening of OrangeTheory 
L e o m i n s t e r  w i t h  M a y o r 
Dean Mazzarella; Chamber 
Ambassadors: Dottie Markham, 
Tim Johnson & Melissa Tasca; 
friends, family & co-workers. 

Medical Arts Hearing 
Instruments Celebrates 
40 Years

LEOMINSTER — Last month we celebrated Medical Arts Hearing 
Instruments on their 40 years of service. We were thrilled to honor 
Anthony & Darrylin Wasiuk on this milestone accomplishment! 
Pictured: Owners Anthony & Darrilyn Wasiuk; Roy Nascimento, 
Chamber President; Kat Deal, Chamber Events & Programs 
Manager; and Dottie Markham, Chamber Ambassador.
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North Central Calendar 	

December 5
Women’s Leadership Connection: 
Women Leaders in Non-Profits: The 
Season of Giving

Double Tree by Hilton, 8 a.m.

December 6
Winter Reception

The Groton Inn, 5 p.m.

December 12
Human Resource Council: How 
to Deal with Claims of Sexual 
Harassment in the Me Too Era

Chamber Office, 12 p.m.

December 28
Connect North Central 

DoubleTree by Hilton, 8 a.m.

January 10
Business After Hours

ideaLab, 5 p.m.

January 11
Good Morning North Central

DoubleTree by Hilton, 6:45 a.m.

January 15
Small Business Roundtable: 
Presenting Your Business in the 
Best Light for 2019

Chamber Office, 8 a.m.

January 16
Human Resource Council: 
Workforce Update & Recruiting 
Quality Employees

Chamber Office, 12 p.m.

January 25
Connect North Central

DoubleTree by Hilton, 8 a.m.

February 12
Small Business Roundtable: 
Workforce Training Fund Program

Chamber Office, 8 a.m.

February 20
Human Resource Council: Popular 
Benefits Packages, Corporate 
Culture & Retaining Employees

Chamber Office, 12 p.m.

February 22
Connect North Central 

DoubleTree by Hilton, 8 a.m.

EVENTS
To register or for a 

complete list of events visit us at 

www.northcentralmass.com.

 

Inclement Weather 
Policy
As the Chamber is a business to 
business association, we strive to keep 
to regular business as usual even 
during inclement weather to better 
serve our members and communities. 
We do not often cancel or reschedule 
events or close the NCMCC office, but 
should the need arise, then we will 
attempt to notify members as quickly 
as possible. To help you plan your 
arrival, we will evaluate an event up to 
two hours before the event’s start time 
and notify all registered attendees of 
changes via email. We also post to our 
social media platforms and update our 
calendar items for those not registered. 
To read more about the weather policy, 
please visit: www.northcentralmass.
com/programs.  ◊

of

September Breakfast

Secretary Matthew A. Beaton of the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs was the featured speaker at the September 
Good Morning North Central breakfast program. 

More than 165 attendees including federal, state, and local 
elected officials attended the Chamber’s Annual Legislative and 
Candidates Reception, held at the Chockset Inn in Sterling. The 
reception is one of the Chamber’s premier events of the fall 
season and provided members an opportunity to engage with their 
lawmakers in a relaxed, social setting. Visit our Facebook page to 
view more photos from the event.

Chamber’s Annual Legislative and Candidates Reception

facebook.com/ncmchamber
twitter.com/ncmchamber
linkedin.com/company/north-central- 
massachusetts-chamber-of-commerce/
@ncm_chamber



The Chamber is pleased 
t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e 

addition of Kathleen Deal 
as Events and Programs 
Manager and Brendan 
Hannen as Micro-Loan 
Program Manager.

M s .  D e a l  w i l l  b e 
responsible for planning 
and executing the many 
events and programs 
of the Chamber and its 
affil iate organizations.   
These include signature 
programs such as Good 
Morning North Central, 
Community Leadership 
I ns t i t u te ,  Leg i s la t i ve 
Reception, and numerous 
other  events  geared 
t o w a r d s  s u p p o r t i n g 
our members and/or 
advancing the region.

She joins the Chamber 
from Wachusett Mountain 
Ski Area, where she most 
recently worked in the 
marketing department 
and assisted with the 
coordinat ion of  the i r 
many festivals. Prior to 
working at Wachusett, 
she worked for accesso 
Technology Group where 
she was responsible for 
their training seminars 
and events. She holds a 
Bachelor’s degree from 
West Virginia University 
and is  a res ident  of 
Gardner.

Mr. Hannen wil l be 
responsible for helping to 
manage the micro-loan 
program offered through 

the Chamber’s economic 
development arm, the North 
Central Massachusetts 
Development Corporation.

He joins the Chamber 
from the Ives Group, 
Inc. where he worked 

as a Product Manager 
for the Audit Analytics 
service. In this role he 
helped to develop and 
deliver datasets to major 
accounting firms and 
f inanc ia l  ins t i tu t ions 

fo r  compl iance w i th 
SEC requirements. Prior 
to that role he was a 
Research Analyst where 
he participated in the 
research and presentation 
of published reports on 
topics including IPOs, 
Auditor Changes and 
Going Concern Opinions. 
He  ho lds  a  Master ’ s 
Degree in Accounting 
from Clark University and 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration 
from Worcester State 
University.  ◊
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As a business owner, I am proud 
to rely on Leominster Credit Union 
for my banking needs. 
I have immense gratitude
for their consistent quality,
customer service and
reliability as 
I grow my company.

 – Nick DiLiddo, President 
JAM Landscaping Inc.

Leominster  |  Clinton  |  Holden  |  North Leominster  |  Sterling  |  Worcester

tsibley@leominstercu.com
(978) 466-7215
NMLS# 1225826 
 

Get the attention your business deserves.

Nick DiLiddoTodd Sibley

Contact Todd Sibley, Assistant Vice President/Commercial Lending to 
discuss your business needs. 

Chamber Welcomes Deal and Hannen to Professional Staff

More than Accountants.
A team of advisors who keep you 

moving forward.

Spinelli CPA, PC
146 West Boylston Drive, Suite 302
Worcester, MA 01606
Phone: (508) 365-6522   

www.spinellicpa.com

Our professional accountants and advisors serve the 
audit, accounting, tax and business advisory needs of 

individuals, businesses and non-profits as well as 
provide guidance to start-ups and women-owned 

businesses. 

AIS INC. JOINS AS NEWEST 
LEADERSHIP LEVEL MEMBER

The Chamber is pleased to announce the addition 
of AIS Inc., the largest office furniture manufacturing 

firm in the Northeast, as its newest Leadership Level 
member. 

AIS, Inc. based in Leominster, is one of an elite group 
of prominent businesses and organizations to hold 
the prestigious position of Leadership Level member. 
Leadership level members make a vital commitment to 
the economic development of the region through their 
enhanced investment in the Chamber. They also serve 
as key advisors and maintain a close relationship to the 
organization. Their support helps shape the future of North 
Central Massachusetts by providing resources and the 
benefits of their advice and wisdom.

Bruce Platzman, President and CEO of AIS, Inc., 
explained, “The North Central Massachusetts Chamber 
is an outstanding organization with a clear record of 
advancing economic opportunity in the region.  We 
like their consistent advocacy for all businesses in 
North Central Massachusetts.  And, in particular, the 
Chamber’s recognition of the key role manufacturing 
plays in our local economy is very appealing. AIS is 
pleased to partner with them and help further their 
mission.”.  ◊

Pictured: David Ginisi, Marketing and Outreach Manager for the 
Chamber; Bruce Platzman, President & CEO of AIS, Inc; Courtney 
Pirosko, Vice President of AIS, Inc.; and Roy Nascimento, President 
& CEO of the Chamber.

Now Leasing

Geronimo Commercial Properties
Creating Vibrant Market Places for

Robust Commerce

Call today to schedule a showing
(O) 978-840-0008  (C) 978-868-0467

laura@geronimoproperties.com
www.geronimoproperties.com
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860 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WORKFORCE 

DEVELOPMENT

Proudly Supporting the

NORTH CENTRAL
MASSACHUSETTS 

COMMUNITY
Preparation for Professional 
Success

Skilled Workers for Local 
Businesses & Industries 

Customized Employee 
Training

Free Training Needs 
Assessment

Free Grant Writing 
Assistance

LEARN MORE   
978-630-9569   |   mwcc.edu/workforce AA
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